
 
School Meal Charging Policy 

Meal Charges Procedure 

 Bucks County Technical High School is committed to providing nutritious meals daily to 

our students and we believe children should receive nutritious meals in order to stay 

focused during the school day. 

 As a participant in the National School Lunch Program, the USDA requires that Bucks 

County Technical High School create, maintain and enforce a meal charge procedure. 

 Please remember it is the parent’s or guardian’s responsibility to provide a student with a 

meal or the money to purchase a meal. 

 If for any reason a parent/guardian cannot afford to provide a meal for their child, free 

and reduced meal applications are available in English or your preferred language 

through our school nurse. You can also apply electronically at www.schoolcafe.com. 

 If a student qualifies for free or reduced meals, this pricing will not be retroactive; so any 

balance previously incurred will remain the responsibility of the parent or guardian and 

an obligation to the school. 

 Parents and students can make payments on line at http://www.bcths.com or in the Café 

with cash or check. Checks are treated as cash and funds are made available same day. 

 BCTHS may accept donations to help pay outstanding meal charges.  When a donation is 

received, BCTHS will apply the amount as requested by the donor.   

 Meal Charges and Collection of Unpaid Meal Charges Guidelines: 

 A student who requests a school meal must be provided with one regardless of whether 

the student has money. 

 When a student owes money for five (5) or more school meals, the school must make at 

least two attempts to reach the student’s parent or guardian and have the parent or 

guardian apply for participation in the school food program. 

 Communications regarding a low balance or money owed may be communicated directly 

to the student provided it is done individually to the student by appropriate school 

personnel and must be done discreetly. 

 Communications regarding money owed by a student for school meals must be made to 

the student’s parent or guardian.   

 A student who cannot pay for a school meal may not be required to perform chores or 

other work to pay for the school meal. 

 A student may not be required to discard a school meal after it was served to the student 

due to the student’s inability to pay for the meal or amount of money owed by the student 

for prior school meals. 

 BCTHS may restrict privileges or activities of students who owe money for school meals. 

 A transfer of funds will occur into the food service account from non-federal sources 

once the collection procedures identified in the School Meal Charge Procedures have 

been exhausted (resulting in bad debt) since bad debts are an unallowable cost to the food 

service account. 

 

 

http://www.schoolcafe.com/
http://www.bcths.com/


 
 A La Carte: 

 Students will not be allowed to borrow money for A La Carte Items. 

 A La Carte items include, chips, cookies, ice cream or any food items that are not part of 

a reimbursable meal. 


